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Quarterly Impact: January to March 2022
Policy Research is pleased to release its impact
report for quarter 1 of 2022. Each quarter, Policy
Research publishes this document spotlighting our
work across the country via our technical
assistance (TA) centers, projects, and fee-forservice activities. Highlights of the January-toMarch reporting period include the following:
Reached 5,661 people through 79 meetings
and events
Hosted 20 trainings, training 6,233 people
Released 19 public products and delivered
12 professional presentations to the field
Helped facilitate the change of 10 policies
and practices through TA
Read the full quarter 3 impact report for more on the following featured topic:
Equity in Action Webinar Series:
MacArthur Safety and Justice Challenge: Centering Equity, Engaging
Communities, Transforming Systems
Leveraging Service Members, Veterans, and their Families (SMVF) TA to
Improve Systems
Leveraging Supplementary Security Income (SSI) /Social Security Disability
Insurance (SSDI) Outreach, Access, and Recovery (SOAR) TA to Improve
Systems

View the Impact Report

SOAR TA Center Releases New Self-Help Guide for
Completing SSI/SSDI Applications
While the SOAR TA Center works to ensure all
eligible people have access to SSI/SSDI, the need
remains greater than the capacity to provide
SOAR assistance in many states. The SOAR TA
Center has created a new tool to help bridge the
gap for people who are interested in applying for
SSI or SSDI but do not have access to a SOAR
provider: Applicant Self-Help Guide: Completing
an SSI/SSDI Application.
The newly released Applicant Self-Help Guide
walks people step-by-step through the SSI/SSDI
application process, providing context to the
questions asked in the disability benefit
application. The Applicant Self-Help Guide
provides valuable information on how to prepare
for the application process, what to expect after submitting your disability benefit
application, examples of supporting documents and sample letters, information on
consultative exams and representative payees, and much more! The last page of the
guide offers a customizable chart of service organizations that providers can fill out for
applicants in their community. Please share this guide widely with people-serving
organizations in your community!

Download the Guide

New Article Co-authored by Samantha Zottola and Sarah
Desmarais Examines Money Bail, Pretrial Risk Scores, and
Outcomes
The national debates on money bail and pretrial
risk assessment instruments have been
contentious, and the resulting policy decisions are
not always based on research. In a new article
published by Law and Human Behavior, Senior
Research Associate Samantha Zottola, PhD, and
President Sarah Desmarais, PhD, examine the
relationships between money bail, pretrial risk
scores, and pretrial outcomes to determine how

well money bail and risk scores predict pretrial
rearrest and missed court dates.
Their study, published in the article “Comparing
the relationships between money bail, pretrial risk
scores, and pretrial outcomes,” analyzed a sample
of 492 people who had been arrested in a
jurisdiction that was not yet using a pretrial risk
assessment instrument. The authors used court
records to retroactively complete assessments for
these people and to determine who failed to
appear or was rearrested during the pretrial
period. They then compared the bail amounts people were assigned and their pretrial risk
scores to those pretrial outcomes to see if bail amounts or scores worked to predict the
outcomes.
Through their analyses, Drs. Zottola and Desmarais found that bail amount was not
associated with either failure to appear or rearrest, but pretrial risk assessment scores
were significantly associated with both failure to appear and rearrest. People who failed to
appear or were rearrested had significantly higher risk assessment scores than people
who did not fail to appear and were not rearrested. Their findings do not support the use of
bail and instead indicate that using instruments to inform release decisions may result in
more appropriate decisions.

Read the Article

This paper was summarized on the American Psychological Association’s Kudos Page.
The page highlights the content of the paper and why the research is important and
shares Dr. Zottola's thoughts on the potential impact of this research. In July, Dr. Zottola
will publish an article on the Policy Research blog providing further insight into the findings
of the paper.

View the Summary

Sarah Desmarais Featured in AP-LS Career Corner, Discusses
AltAc Careers
In May 2022, the American Psychology-Law
Society’s (AP-LS) Student Committee interviewed
Policy Research President Dr. Sarah Desmarais
for the committee’s monthly Career Corner series.
Sarah Fishel, a 6th-year JD/PhD student at Drexel
University and the 2020-2022 Student Committee

law liaison, conducted the interview with Dr.
Desmarais.
In her interview, Dr. Desmarais shares her career
trajectory, interest in alternative academic (AltAc)
careers, and experience with research in
academic and non-academic institutions. In
addition, she shares advice for students entering
the workforce on developing a marketable skill set
and life-work integration. Below is a snippet of
their conversation.

AP-LS Student Committee: What is most rewarding about your line of research and
what do you find the most challenging about this work?
Dr. Desmarais: I find the real-world impact of the work incredibly rewarding, and
talking to people who can use the findings of my research has always been the best
part of my job. My work has always been very community-engaged, but even more
so now that I’m at PRA because so many of our staff are in the field providing
technical assistance and training.

Keep Reading

Lisa Callahan’s Competence to Stand Trial Work Featured in
Monitor on Psychology
The American Psychological Association’s Monitor
on Psychology examined the rise of competence
to stand trial (CST) and competence restoration
(CR) cases across the nation in the article
“Standing tall: A new stage for incompetency
cases.” Highlighted in the article are solutions
local, state, and federal leaders are working to
implement to improve outcomes among impacted
people and to ease the burdens on courts, mental
health services, and jails. Senior Research
Associate Lisa Callahan, PhD, and her work with
states via SAMHSA’s GAINS Center’s CST/CR
Learning Collaborative is highlighted.

In another effort to improve the [incompetence to stand trial] situation in a number of
states, Lisa Callahan, PhD, a senior research associate at Policy Research
Associates, a behavioral health research and technical assistance company, has
been helping to oversee a federally funded program called Learning Collaboratives,

run through SAMHSA’s GAINS Center for Behavioral Health and Justice
Transformation. Teams of stakeholders from different states apply competitively for
the program, which so far has provided support and technical assistance in 12
states, Washington, D.C., and Nashville, Tennessee.
The program provides teams with a big-picture education on the [incompetence to
stand trial] phenomenon, gives technical support to help them plan and implement
processes that address their system’s particular needs, and fosters connections so
that they can share ideas on how to improve their systems.
One participating team is the Washington, D.C., outpatient competence restoration
program, which is affiliated with the city’s Department of Behavioral Health and
Saint Elizabeths Hospital. . . .The D.C. program’s involvement in the initiative
enabled it to continue to improve by getting help from senior statisticians to better
understand which components of its program led to faster restoration, to tweak
those aspects, and to publish results accordingly, said Saint Elizabeths’ Candilis.
The GAINS Center Learning Collaboratives program also fostered stakeholder
conversations that might not otherwise have taken place, he said.

Learn More

See More of Policy Research’s CST/CR Work

Policy Research at an Event Near You

National Association of Drug Court Professionals: RISE
July 25–28, 2022; Nashville, Tennessee
Headed to RISE this July? Join Policy Research staff at the following sessions:
Senior Research Associate Lisa Callahan, PhD, will be presenting on the panel
Building the Policies and Procedures for Becoming a Trauma-Informed Court. This
session will take place on July 26 from 8:00–9:15 a.m. CT.
SAMHSA SOAR TA Center Director Kristin Lupfer, MSW, and Assistant
Director Dazara Ware, MPC, will be presenting on the panel SOARing to Success:
Using SOAR as a Tool to Support Treatment Court Participants. This session will
take place on July 26 from 11:00–12:15 p.m. CT.
SAMHSA’s GAINS Center Director Chanson Noether, MA, will be presenting on
the panel Implementing Trauma-Informed Practices in Your Courtroom. This
session will take place on July 27 from 8:00–9:15 a.m. CT.
Senior Research Associate Melissa Neal Stein, DrPH, will be presenting on the
panel Understanding Serious Mental Illness as a Key to Successful Outcomes in
Treatment Courts. This session will take place on July 27 from 1:45–3:00 p.m. CT.

National Association of Disability Examiners 2022 National
Training Conference
July 31–August 3, 2022; Burlington, Vermont
SAMHSA SOAR TA Center Assistant Director Abigail Kirkman, MA, will be delivering a
plenary session at the National Association of Disability Examiners Conference. Her
session will take place on August 2.

Recent Stories From the PRA Blog

Writing for Wellness: Intellectual Wellness

Mental Health Awareness Month: Community Is
Key to Positive Mental Health

Share this email:

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™

10 Questions with a PRA Staff Member: Amy
Lamerson

Enhancing Company Wellness With
WellStaff

Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.
345 Delaware Ave
Delmar, NY | 12054 US
This email was sent to hdavis@prainc.com.
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

