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PRI Publishes Research Papers From ARDRAW’s Fourth
Cohort
Policy Research, Inc., is pleased to announce the
publication of research papers from the fourth cohort
of the Social Security Administration’s (SSA’s)
Analyzing Relationships between Disability,
Rehabilitation, and Work (ARDRAW) Small Grant
Program.
The ARDRAW Small Grant Program is a 1-year,
$10,000 stipend program awarded to graduate-level
students to conduct supervised, independent research designed to foster new analysis of
work, rehabilitation, and disability issues.
Topics explored within the fourth cohort’s research projects include the following:
How young adults with disabilities develop axes of independence
Financial planning among parents of children with intellectual and developmental
disabilities
Funding, cost, and outcome data for inclusive post-secondary education programs
The impact of academic and career services on employment and SSI/SSDI receipt
The full suite of research papers is now available for review and download.

Read the Published Papers

In August 2021, members of the fourth cohort presented their research findings in a series
of webinar panel discussions. These webinars are now available for on-demand viewing.

Watch the Research Presentations

School Responder Model Podcast Series: “The ‘R’ in SRM”
and “School, Family, Community Partnerships”
The National Center for Youth Opportunity and Justice (NCYOJ) at Policy Research has
released four new episodes in its podcast series designed to support schools and
communities implementing the School Responder Model Framework. The series focuses
on topics that can help schools and communities successfully design and implement
school responder models. Highlighted this month are two episodes from the series.

“The ‘R’ in SRM”
In this episode, panelists discuss the role of schools as
responders in the school responder model. The panel

comprises Jeana Bracey, PhD, and Jeff Vanderploeg, PhD,
from the Child Health and Development Institute in
Connecticut, and two additional guests from Connecticut: Erika
Treannie, with Bristol Public Schools, and Tiffany Hubrins, with
Wheeler Clinic.

Listen to the “R” in SRM Episode

“School, Family, Community Partnerships”
In this episode, presenters discuss strengthening school,
family, and community partnerships and improving equity
through the school responder model. Drs. Bracey and
Vanderploeg contribute to this discussion, moderated by Policy
Research's Crystal L. Brandow, PhD.

Listen to the School, Family, Community Partnerships Episode

Open Solicitations From SAMHSA’s GAINS Center
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s (SAMHSA’s) GAINS
Center for Behavioral Health and Justice Transformation, operated by Policy Research,
has open solicitations available for criminal justice and behavioral health professionals.
Review the requests for applications below and apply today!

SAMHSA’s GAINS Center Seeks Communities to Develop
Trauma-Informed Training Capacity
Application deadline: November 12, 2021
SAMHSA’s GAINS Center is soliciting applications from agencies and communities
interested in developing the capacity to provide trauma-informed responses training. The
GAINS Center is offering a series of train-the-trainer (TTT) events to teach local trainers to
deliver its How Being Trauma-Informed Improves Criminal Justice System
Responses curriculum.
The target audiences for this training program are primarily community-based criminal
justice system professionals, including law enforcement, community corrections
(probation, parole, and pre-trial services), court personnel, and reentry staff, as well as
human service providers that serve adult justice-involved populations.
The GAINS Center will offer TTT events free of charge to selected agencies and
communities between February and August 2022. Since the purpose of this training
initiative is to offer targeted technical assistance and training to prepared agencies and
communities in the field, there are no fees for registration, tuition, or materials associated
with these trainings. While not a requirement to apply for this opportunity, there will
be special consideration given to applications that demonstrate inclusion of trainers who
train drug court and/or reentry program staff.

Access the Solicitation and Apply

SAMHSA’s GAINS Center Accepting Applications for Sequential
Intercept Model Mapping Workshops
Application deadline: November 19, 2021
SAMHSA’s GAINS Center is soliciting applications from communities interested in
Sequential Intercept Model (SIM) Mapping Workshops. SIM Mapping Workshops are
designed to bring together a local, cross-system, multidisciplinary group of key
constituents from a particular jurisdiction (typically a county) to facilitate collaboration and
to identify and discuss ways in which barriers between the criminal justice and behavioral

health systems can be reduced through the development of integrated local strategic
action plans. SIM Mapping Workshop participants are expected to be drawn, in large part,
from local criminal justice and behavioral health agencies and organizations.
The GAINS Center is accepting applications for two types of SIM Mapping Workshops:
Traditional SIM Mapping Workshops: The GAINS Center is soliciting applications
from communities that are interested in “traditional” SIM Mapping Workshops that
focus broadly on identifying and responding to the needs of adults with mental and
substance use disorders who are involved or at risk of involvement in the criminal
justice system.
SIM Mapping Workshops to Develop Comprehensive, Community-Wide Strategic
Plans for Addressing Opioid and Other Substance Use: The GAINS Center is also
soliciting applications from communities that are particularly interested in
developing comprehensive, community-wide strategic plans for addressing opioid
and other substance use, and better identifying and responding to the needs of
adults with substance use disorders who are involved or at risk of involvement in
the criminal justice system. Applications submitted in response to this solicitation
should emphasize resources, gaps, and opportunities, as well as commitment
among key stakeholders to addressing these issues.
SAMHSA’s GAINS Center will provide the SIM Mapping Workshops free of charge to
selected applicants between March and August 2022. There are no fees for registration,
tuition, or materials associated with these workshops. The GAINS Center will cover all
costs associated with pre- and post-workshop planning and coordination, travel and
lodging, facilitation, data collection and analysis, and report development.
Interested applicants should select the workshop option that is most relevant or of greatest
interest. To apply for either SIM Mapping Workshop option, please download the
corresponding solicitation and application for the chosen option, and submit a completed
application form no later than November 19, 2021.

Learn More and Apply

Crystal Brandow, PhD, Co-authors New Article in Psychiatric
Services
Policy Research is pleased to announce the release
of a new article in Psychiatric Services, authored by
Dr. Crystal L. Brandow, titled “Improving Black
Mental Health: A Collective Call to Action.” This
article examines how a Wellness First approach
could be structurally used to promote healing and
prevent trauma in Black communities.
Racism, trauma, and limited culturally relevant
services detrimentally affect Black mental health and
prevent access to timely, high-quality treatment.
These negative experiences, exacerbated by the
current impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic,
contribute to the increased prevalence of mental
health conditions in Black communities. Dr. Brandow and co-author Margaret Swarbrick, PhD,
call for a Wellness First approach to dismantle the status quo and mobilize collective action
among individuals, providers, organizations, funders, and policymakers to create equitable
opportunities that promote healing and prevent further trauma in Black communities.

Read the Article

Lisa Callahan, PhD, Featured in Justice to Healing Podcast
Stream “State of the Field: Mental Health
Courts” to hear Policy Research Senior
Research Associate Lisa Callahan, PhD,
provide a national perspective about the
current state of mental health courts. In this
Justice to Healing episode, presented by the
National Drug Court Resource Center, Dr.

Callahan explains the unique qualities of
mental health courts, how they differ from drug
courts, ideal program structure, the use of
incentives and sanctions, how to measure
success, tips for implementation, and more.

Listen to the Episode

PRA at an Event Near You

Taking the Call
Join Ashley Krider, MS, at the Building the Off-Ramp: Quality Connections to Care
session, being held on October 21, 2021, at 3:00-4:15 p.m. ET.

APHA Annual Meeting & Expo
Join Jen Elder, MSc, at The Public Health Professional’s Role in Ending
Homelessness (3007.0) session, scheduled for October 25, 2021, at 11:00 a.m. MT/1:00
p.m. ET.
Join Dr. Crystal L. Brandow at the Well-Being in the Workplace: No Turning Back (4236.0)
session, being held October 26, 2021, at 4:15 p.m. MT/6:15 p.m. ET.
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