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PRI Publishes Research Papers from ARDRAW’s First Cohort

Policy Research Associates, Inc.’s (PRA’s) sister non-profit, Policy
Research, Inc. (PRI), is proud to announce the publication of
research papers from the first cohort of the Social Security
Administration’s (SSA's) Analyzing Relationships between
Disability, Rehabilitation, and Work (ARDRAW) Small Grant
Program.

The ARDRAW program is a 1-year, $10,000 stipend program awarded to graduate-level
students to conduct supervised, independent research designed to foster new analysis
of work, rehabilitation, and disability issues.

The ARDRAW program has published the research papers from its first cohort of
grantees. Topics explored within the first cohort include:

Barriers to employment for blind and visually impaired people
The impact of disability on labor force participation
Health, employment, and disability for individuals with co-occurring serious mental
illness and chronic physical health conditions
Development and validation of the Career Resilience for Adults with Disabilities
Scale 

Commenting on the publication of the first cohort’s research, ARDRAW Project Manager
Kristin Lupfer says, “SSA has not only supported the academic growth of these student
researchers by providing these stipends, but it has also helped to facilitate significant
contributions to the field of disability and employment studies. We are honored to
manage the ARDRAW program on SSA’s behalf." The full suite of research papers is
now available for review and download.

Read the Research Papers

Training Spotlight: Crisis Intervention Teams for Youth

Law enforcement officers who encounter
youth experiencing a behavioral health crisis
have a unique opportunity to connect them
to emergency mental health services or refer
them to mental health screening and
evaluation. While law enforcement officers
are called to respond to incidents involving
both adults and youth, the standard Crisis
Intervention Training offered to most police
officers focuses primarily on response
techniques for adults, leaving law
enforcement officers underprepared to
address the specific needs of youth and
young adults.

Crisis Intervention Teams for Youth (CIT-Y) is a youth-focused crisis training for
law enforcement officers. CIT-Y is a training and collaborative approach for law
enforcement officers to understand and identify adolescent development and
mental health issues. It connects police officers to community leaders and
services within their communities to know what resources exist when they
encounter troubling behavior from youth that doesn’t necessarily require an
arrest. The training also serves as a level of prevention, as officers build
relationships with people and their families in their communities, allowing them
to identify and assist individuals before a crisis occurs.

Interested in learning more? Contact our training department for more information
on how CIT-Y can keep youth safe in their communities.

New Case Study Highlights the Impact of the Sequential
Intercept Model in Three Communities

A cornerstone of PRA’s work, the Sequential
Intercept Model (SIM) is a conceptual framework
used to help communities assess and address
connections between their criminal justice and
mental health systems. The SIM identifies six
points, or “intercepts,” where individuals with
behavioral health issues can be diverted toward
treatment and away from further contact with the
criminal justice system.

A new case study—produced by the Urban
Institute’s Justice Policy Center and PRA Senior
Project Associate Travis Parker, with support from
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur
Foundation as part of the Safety and Justice
Challenge—examines how three communities used the SIM to advance justice reform
efforts, including their planning processes and objectives. The study, Using the
Sequential Intercept Model to Guide Local Reform, explores stakeholder reflections on
the process and lessons learned, including the importance of neutral facilitators, a
diverse and representative group involved in the mapping process, and preparation and
education around the SIM.

Read the Case Study

Interested in applying the SIM to your community? Contact our training department to
learn more about our Sequential Intercept Mapping Workshops.

PRA at an Event Near You

PRA @ APHA Annual Meeting
Headed to the APHA 2018 Annual Meeting in San Diego, California this November? Find
PRA staff at these events:

PRA will be moderating the panel “Equitable Care and Community Success
Among Veteran Populations Experiencing Homelessness” (November 12; 10:30-
12:00 p.m. | 3132.0)
Senior Project Associate Crystal Brandow will be moderating the panel
“Interpersonal Violence and Trauma” (November 13; 5:00-6:30 p.m. | 4437.0)
Crystal will be presenting on the panel “Community Responses to Adverse
Childhood Experiences” (November 14; 10:30-12:00 p.m. | 5101.0)
Crystal will be presenting her research, “Food as a Form of Communication: An
Exploration of a School-based Nutrition Education Program” (November 11; 1:30-
2:30 p.m. | 2043.0)

PRA @ NEADCP Conference
Senior Research Associate Lisa Callahan will be presenting at the New England
Association of Drug Court Professionals Conference, Drug Courts: Where Justice,
Treatment, and Recovery Meet, being held November 28 and 29 in Marlborough
Massachusetts. You can find her on the following panels: 

The Importance of Becoming a Trauma-informed Court—Part I (November 28, 9:30-
10:45 a.m.)
Steps to Becoming a Trauma-informed Court—Part II (November 28, 11:15-12:30
p.m.)
Evolving Mental Health Court Standards in the United States (November 29, 10:30-
11:45 a.m.)
What Evidence is There That Mental Health Courts Work (November 29, 3:15-4:30
p.m.)

ARDRAW Researcher @ APPAM Conference
Going to the Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management’s 40th Annual Fall
Research Conference this November in Washington, DC? A current ARDRAW
researcher will be speaking about their research on the "Assessing the Impacts of
Recent Health Insurance Policies for People with Disabilities" panel (November 10,
10:15-11:45 a.m.)!

PRA in the News

Workshop Highlights Mental Health and Substance Disorders in Jails
Effective Collaborative Responses to Individuals with Mental Illness: A
Compendium of Models from Across the Nation
Why Should Providers Ask This Critical Question…?
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