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PRA 2019 Year in Review

As we prepare for a new year of creating positive social change, we’d like to reﬂect on all
that we have accomplished in 2019. Let’s take a look at the numbers:
1: We developed a new Competence to Stand Trial (CST) ﬂowchart, nestled in the
Sequential Intercept Model at Interceps 2 and 3, that identiﬁes decision points in the
CST process where criminal justice and behavioral health professionals can
consider and create diversion opportunities for defendants. The ﬂowchart will help
communities and states do good work to understand how their competence process
works and how they can identify opportunities for cross-systems collaboration and
diversion!
64: We have 64 staff members working across 11 states! Our staff members make
Policy Research a fun place to work, where we try new experiences (like our
morning of community service) or share knowledge (like our Steadman Seminar
Series).
100: SAMHSA’s GAINS Center convened a joint Policy Academy with the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation in support of the Foundation’s Safety and
Justice Challenge. The Policy Academy had over 100 participants across 6 states
and 12 jurisdictions. Our ability to bring together agencies, communities, and
subject-matter experts to share best practices and lessons learned makes an
impact in the ﬁeld.
310: We traveled over 310 times in 2019 to 43 states and the District of Columbia to
conduct site visits, provide trainings, and host meetings—now that’s making an
impact.
Want to learn more about our year in review? Visit our webpage to see our area highlights,
big news, and what we have on the horizon in 2020!
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PRA Is SOARing Across New York State
Policy Research has been SOARing across New York State! Earlier this year, the New
York State Ofﬁce of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA) awarded PRA a contract
to conduct technical assistance site visits across the state of New York to expand, support,
and build capacity for SOAR. From late September to early December, New York SOAR
State Team Lead, Linda Camoin, and PRA’s Abigail Kirkman conducted site visits in
Buffalo, Westchester, Rochester, the Southern Tier (including Binghamton and
Cooperstown), Plattsburgh, Long Island, and Syracuse. The visits convened stakeholders
to create local action plans and determine next steps for SOAR in their communities,
brought together SOAR-trained caseworkers to review the SOAR process, and offered
opportunities to present at regional conferences addressing homelessness. In the spring
of 2020, Policy Research will help each community implement its action plan and will
continue to support caseworkers and communities as they grow their SOAR initiative.

Open Solicitations From PRA's Projects
SAMHSA’S GAINS Center Accepting Applications for Criminal
Justice Communities of Practice
Application deadline: January 24, 2020
SAMHSA’s GAINS Center for Behavioral Health and Justice Transformation, operated by
Policy Research Associates, Inc., and known nationally for its work regarding people with
behavioral health needs involved in the criminal justice system, is convening four topical
Communities of Practice to work intensively with select communities on the following
topics:
Competence to Stand Trial/Competence Restoration
Equity and Inclusion in Adult Drug Courts
Using the Sequential Intercept Model to Guide Medication-assisted Treatment
Implementation in Adult Drug Courts
Improving Recovery Support Services for People with Substance Use Disorders
Returning from Jail or Prison

About the Criminal Justice Communities of Practice
Each Community of Practice (CoP) will bring together selected teams for an intensive
learning, strategic planning, and implementation process to address local issues and
needs within their topic area. Each CoP will engage subject-matter experts and will
facilitate peer-to-peer learning and information sharing. A unique blend of onsite and
virtual methods will offer each team an intimate and collaborative environment in which to
learn and complete its work while providing a virtual forum to share with other

communities and receive an array of technical assistance from subject-matter experts
across the country. The overarching objectives for this opportunity include:
Enhancing collective knowledge of key issues and familiarity with the topic
Understanding promising, best, and evidence-based practices to address the topic
and related issues
Developing strategic plans that focus on the issue, including deﬁning assignments,
deadlines, and measurable outcomes to be reported
Increasing knowledge about the challenges and lessons learned in implementing
strategies through peer-to-peer sharing

Application and Selection Process
Solicitations for each CoP topic area were released on December 9, 2019
Applications will be due January 24, 2020
General requirements:
Narrative (up to ﬁve pages)
Expectations/guidelines will differ by CoP topic
List of key stakeholders who will participate in the team
Letters of support or commitment from key partners
Availability on the virtual meeting date
Selected communities (up to six per topic area) will be notiﬁed on or about February 7,
2020.

Learn More about the CoPs and Apply

ARDRAW Small Grant Program
Application deadline: February 28, 2020
The Social Security Administration (SSA) is awarding graduate students $10,000 stipends
to research work, rehabilitation, and disability issues through the Analyzing Relationships
Between Disability, Rehabilitation, and Work (ARDRAW) Small Grant Program. The
objective of ARDRAW is to foster new analyses of work, rehabilitation, and disability
issues, which may develop innovative and fresh perspectives on disability by providing
research stipends to a broad spectrum of graduate students.
Applicants must be masters, doctoral, or post-doctoral-level part-time or full-time graduate
students pursuing studies in accredited programs at the time of the award (Fall semester
of 2020). Selected students will receive a stipend of $10,000 for the 1-year program.

Informational Webinar
ARDRAW will be holding an informational webinar on Thursday, January 30, 2020, at 2:00
p.m. ET. Interested students and faculty mentors are invited to attend. ARDRAW staff
members will provide a brief introduction to the program, review the elements of a
successful application, and answer any questions.

Apply for the ARDRAW Small Grant Program

Register for the ARDRAW Webinar
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